English Language Arts Study Guide

Context is the information that comes before and after the phrase or word you’re reading.  The meaning of a word depends upon its context.  You will use context clues to make guesses about the meanings of unfamiliar words.  Understanding the context is the most important skill of all.

The main idea asks you, “What is this selection/story mostly about?”  The main idea is what the details add up to, or the sum of the details.  The title is often the best way to tell what the writer’s main idea is.  The selection’s most important idea is often found in the topic sentence.  The topic sentence is usually, but not always, at the beginning or at the end of a paragraph.
Details are the specific things that happen in a story.  Details build up the main idea and give you specific information.  Details are important to writing because they make things clearer for the reader.
To understand what you read, you must remember the sequence of events-the order in which things happen.  By relating each new event to the previous event, you will be able to predict what comes next in the story.  To understand/construct meaning from a reading selection, you must keep track of the events that have happened.  Readers learn to make predictions based on what they’ve learned about the characters and events from a selection.
Some events and ideas are related by cause and effect.  The effect is WHAT happened.  The cause is WHY it happened.  Causes occur before effects.  Some clue words to look for that connect the details are: led to, due to, in order to, so, since, therefore, because of, as a result of, in response to, for this reason, resulted in, was responsible for.
Inference is sometimes also called drawing conclusions.  You have to use information you are given to arrive at a conclusion that is not directly stated/said in the story.  You must pay close attention to details as you read, so you can draw a conclusion about what the writer might be trying to say.  To infer is to arrive at a conclusion from hints or incomplete evidence.  When you take details and draw a conclusion that applies to a large number or large area, this conclusion is called a generalization.
Facts are statements that can be proven.  Statements of fact may NOT be true, but you can prove if it is true or not.  Opinions are a person’s beliefs about something, which may or may not be correct, but you can’t prove them.

Author’s purpose- Writers write for different reasons.  Authors can write for at least 3 reasons: to entertain you (just for fun), to give you information (gives your facts) or to persuade/convince you of something (change your mind).

When thinking about a character, you must consider how a person acts, how a character thinks, how a person feels, and how a person responds to events or other characters.  Remember that characters can change over time, but not always.
What characters do make up the story’s plot.  The sequence of actions taken by the characters becomes the story.

Who’s telling the story is called point of view.  

Does the story feel sad, happy, or mysterious?  That’s called mood.  Mood expresses feelings a writer creates within a piece of writing.  Mood is the feeling that the selection leaves you with after reading it.  An author’s mood is either positive, negative, or neutral.
The setting is where and when a story takes place.

Theme- The theme of a story can teach you about life.  Theme and main idea are very similar.  Each is what a writer wants you to understand after reading.
Tone expresses feelings the writer has towards a subject.

Writers paint pictures with words.  They usually use colorful language called figurative language.  Writers can use figurative language to set a scene’s mood or tone.  Examples of figurative language can be either a simile, metaphor, or personification.  A simile uses “like” or “as” to compare two things.  A metaphor makes a comparison by saying one thing is another.  Personification is when animals or objects are given human qualities/characteristics.  Hyperbole is the deliberate use of exaggeration.
When you compare things, you try and find similarities between those things (how they are alike).  Comparison words might be the following words: similar, almost like, very nearly, just about, the same as, and like.

When you contrast things, you find the differences between them (how they are different.).  Contrast words might be the following words: different, opposite of, not at all alike, contrary to, as opposed to, unlike, except, more, most, but, however.

TIPS FOR FINDING DETAILS IN THE STORY:

1. Read the entire selection first.

2. Skim the selection to find key words from the question.  Then read the sentences surrounding the key words carefully.

3. Sometimes you will be asked to find a detail that is not in the selection.  Mark out the answer choices that do not fit.

